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Section 1: Plants Considered to be the Most Invasive 
Three of the most invasive plants are Japanese Hops, Ailanthus and Mugwort 

 

Herbaceous Plants: 

• Japanese Stiltgrass (Microsteggium vimineum)  

  
 

• Japanese Knotweed (Fallopian japonica)  

  
 

• Common Mugwort (Artimisia vulgaris) 

 
 

• Chinese Silvergrass* (Miscanthus sinensis)  
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Plants Considered to be the Most Invasive 
 

Herbaceous Plants (continued): 
 

• Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) 

 
 

 

Woody Invasive Vines: 

• Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) 

 
 

• Japanese Hop* (Humulus japonica) 

 
 

• Oriental Bittersweet* (Celastrus orbiculatus) 
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Plants Considered to be the Most Invasive 

 

Invasive Shrubs/Trees:  

• Ailanthus* (Alanthus altissima) 

  

 

• Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) 

      
 
 

• Autumn Olive* (Elaeagnus umbellate)  
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Plants Considered to be the Most Invasive 
 

• Bush Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)  

      
 
 

• Callery Pear* (Pyrus calleryana)  

      
 
 

• Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) 
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Plants Considered to be the Most Invasive 

 
 

• Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora) 
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Section 2: Invasive Plants in NJ Considered to be a problem: 

(The Native Plant Society of New Jersey).  These lists are not complete: 

Photos can be found on the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, Botany Collections, Plant Photo Archive 
website https://collections.nmnh.si.edu/search/botany  

Category 1 - Strongly Invasive and Widespread 

Type Scientific Name Common Name 

Herbaceous Dicots Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Herbaceous Dicots Ajuga reptans Common Bugleweed 

Herbaceous Dicots Alliaria officinalis Garlic Mustard 

Herbaceous Dicots Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort 

Herbaceous Dicots Cardamine impatiens Narrowleaf Bittercress 

Herbaceous Dicots Centaurea maculosa Spotted Knapweed 

Herbaceous Dicots Cichorium intybus Chickory 

Herbaceous Dicots Cirsium arvense Canada Thistle 

Herbaceous Dicots Coronilla varia Crown Vetch 

Herbaceous Dicots Cynanchum nigrum Black Swallow-wort 

Herbaceous Dicots Cynanchum rossicum Pale Swallow-wort 

Herbaceous Dicots Daucus carota Wild Carrot 

Herbaceous Dicots Fallopia sachalinensis Giant Knotweed 

Herbaceous Dicots Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine 

Herbaceous Dicots Glechoma hederacea Gill-Over-The-Ground 

Herbaceous Dicots Hesperis matronalis Dame's Rocket 

Herbaceous Dicots Lespedeza cuneata Sericea Lespedeza 

Herbaceous Dicots Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife 

Herbaceous Dicots Malva moschata Musk Mallow 

Herbaceous Dicots Meliotus alba White Sweet Clover 

Herbaceous Dicots Persicaria perfoliata Mile-A-Minute 

Herbaceous Dicots Plantago lanceolata English Plantain 

Herbaceous Dicots Plantago major Common Plantain 

Herbaceous Dicots Polygonium cuspidatam Japanese Knotweed 

Herbaceous Dicots Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine 

Herbaceous Dicots Rumex crispus Curly Dock 

Herbaceous Dicots Taraxacum officinale Common Dandelion 

Herbaceous Dicots Trifolium pratense Red Clover 

Herbaceous Dicots Trifolium repens White Clover 

Aquatic Dicots Cabomba caroliniana Carolina Fanwort 

Aquatic Dicots Eichhornia crassipes Common Water Hyacinth 

Aquatic Dicots Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla 

Aquatic Dicots Ludwigia peploides Creeping Waterprimrose 

Aquatic Dicots Myosoton aquaticum Giant Chickweed 

Aquatic Dicots Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrotfeather 

Aquatic Dicots Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian Water Milfoil 

Aquatic Dicots Potamogeton crispus Curly Pondweed 

Aquatic Dicots Trapa natans European Water Chestnut 

Monocots Allium vineale Field Garlic 

Monocots All bamboo except native cane Any Hardy Bamboo 

https://collections.nmnh.si.edu/search/botany


8 
 

Type Scientific Name Common Name 

Monocots Carex kobomugi Japanese Sedge 

Monocots Carex macrocephala Largehead Sedge 

Monocots Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass 

Monocots Dactylis glomerata Orchard Grass 

Monocots Dendrocalamus, etc. Bamboo 

Monocots Digitaria sanguinalis Crab Grass 

Monocots Echinochloa crusgalli Barnyard Grass 

Monocots Eragrostis curvula Weeping Lovegrass 

Monocots Hemercallus fulva Day Lily 

Monocots Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris 

Monocots Microstegium vimineum Japanese Stilt Grass 

Monocots Miscanthus sinensis Chinese Silvergrass 

Monocots Phalaris canariensis Canarygrass 

Monocots Phragmites australis Common Reed 

Vines & Woody Dicots Acer platanoides Norway Maple 

Vines & Woody Dicots Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Maple 

Vines & Woody Dicots Akebia quinata Chocolate Vine 

Vines & Woody Dicots Alianthus altissima Tree Of Heaven 

Vines & Woody Dicots Alnus glutinosa European Black Alder 

Vines & Woody Dicots Ampelopsis brevipedeenculata Porcelainberry 

Vines & Woody Dicots Aralia elata Japanese Angelica Tree 

Vines & Woody Dicots Berberis Thunbergii Japanese Barberry 

Vines & Woody Dicots Celastrus orbiculatus Asian Bittersweet 

Vines & Woody Dicots Clematis flammula Fragrant Clematis 

Vines & Woody Dicots Clematis terniflora Sweet Autumn Clematis 

Vines & Woody Dicots Cornus kousa Kousa Dogwood 

Vines & Woody Dicots Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian Olive 

Vines & Woody Dicots Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn Olive 

Vines & Woody Dicots Eleutherococcus sieboldianus Five-Leaf Aralia 

Vines & Woody Dicots Euonymus alatus Winged Burning 

Vines & Woody Dicots Frangula alnus Glossy Buckthorn 

Vines & Woody Dicots Hedera helix English Ivy 

Vines & Woody Dicots Ligustrum obtusifolium Border Privet 

Vines & Woody Dicots Ligustrum vulgare European Privet 

Vines & Woody Dicots Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle 

Vines & Woody Dicots Lonicera maackii Amur Honeysuckle 

Vines & Woody Dicots Lonicera morrowii Fly Honeysuckle 

Vines & Woody Dicots Lonicera tatarica Tatarian Honeysuckle 

Vines & Woody Dicots Malus toringo Japanese Crabapple 

Vines & Woody Dicots Pueraria montana Kudzu 

Vines & Woody Dicots Photinia villosa Oriental Photinia 

Vines & Woody Dicots Prunus subhirtella var. pendula Weeping Higan Cherry 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rhamnus cathartica European Buckthorn 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rhamnus frangula Alder Buckthorn 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rhodotypos scandens Jetbead Rhsc 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rosa multiflora Multiflora Rose 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rosa rugosa Seaside Rose 

Vines & Woody Dicots Rubus phoenicolasius Wine Raspberry 
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Type Scientific Name Common Name 

Vines & Woody Dicots Ulmus procera English Elm 

Vines & Woody Dicots Viburnum dilatatum Linden Viburnum 

Vines & Woody Dicots Viburnum plicatum Japanese Snowball 

Vines & Woody Dicots Viburnum setigerum Tea Viburnum 

Vines & Woody Dicots Viburnum sieboldii Siebold'S Arrowwood 

Vines & Woody Dicots Zelkova serrata Japanese Zelkova 

 

Category 2 - Invasive, But Not As Widespread (Yet) 

Type Scientific Name Common Name 

Herbaceous Dicots Chelidonium majus Celandine 

Herbaceous Dicots Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Ox-Eye Daisy 

Herbaceous Dicots Dianthus armeria Depford Pink 

Herbaceous Dicots Galinsoga ciliata Galinsoga 

Herbaceous Dicots Lamium purpureum Purple Dead Nettle 

Herbaceous Dicots Linaria vulgaris Butter-And-Eggs 

Herbaceous Dicots Lysimachia nummularia Moneywort 

Herbaceous Dicots Matricaria matricariodes Pineapple Weed 

Herbaceous Dicots Mentha spicata Spearmint 

Herbaceous Dicots Polygonum persicaria Lady's-Thumb 

Herbaceous Dicots Portulaca oleracea Purslane 

Herbaceous Dicots Ranunculus acris Common Buttercup 

Herbaceous Dicots Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup 

Herbaceous Dicots Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 

Herbaceous Dicots Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel 

Herbaceous Dicots Rumex obtusifolius Broad Dock 

Herbaceous Dicots Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 

Herbaceous Dicots Verbascum blattaria Moth Mullein 

Herbaceous Dicots Verbascum thapsus Common Mullein 

Monocots Commelina communis Day Flower 

Vines & Woody Dicots Albizia julibrissin Mimosa 

Vines & Woody Dicots Buddleja davidii Butterfly Bush 

Vines & Woody Dicots Prunus avium Crab Cherry 

Vines & Woody Dicots Wisteria floribunda Wisteria 

Vines & Woody Dicots Wisteria frutescens Wisteria 
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Section 3: All Invasive Plants Found in New Jersey  

(Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station) 

• Aster 

• Bamboo Grass 

• Barberry 

• Barnyardgrass 

• Bedstraw 

• Bittercress 

• Black Medic 

• Brambles 

• Broadleaf Plantain 

• Broomsedge 

• Buckhorn Plantain 

• Bull Thistle 

• Bur Cucumber 

• Burdock 

• Canada Thistle 

• Carpetweed 

• Chicory 

• Cocklebur 

• Common Mullein 

• Common Pigweed 

• Common Reed 

• Corn Chamomile 

• Crabgrass 

• Curled Dock 

• Cut-Leaved Evening 
Primrose 

• Daisy Fleabane 

• Dandelion 

• Deadnettle 

• DodderDog Fennel 

• Eastern Gamma-grass 

• Evening Primrose 

• Fall Dandelion 

• Fall Panicum 

• False Dandelion 

• Field Bindweed 

• Field Pansy 

• Galinsoga 

• Garlic Mustard 

• Giant Foxtail 

• Giant Ragweed 

• Goldenrod 

• Goosegrass 

• Grass Leaved Stitchwort 

• Greenbriar 

• Ground Ivy 

• Groundsel 

• Hawkweed 

• Hedge Bindweed 

• Hemp Dogbane 

• Henbit 

• Honeysuckle 

• Horsenettle 

• Horsetail 

• Horseweed 

• Indian Strawberry 

• Japanese Knotweed 

• Jerusalem Artichoke 

• Jimsonweed 

• Johnson Grass 

• Knotweed 

• Kudzu 

• Lambsquarters 

• Mary's Grass 

• Meadow Foxtail 

• Mile-a-Minute Weed 

• Milkweed 

• Moneywort 

• Morning Glory, Ivy-Leafed 

• Moth Mullein 

• Mouse-Ear Chickweed 

• Mugwort 

• Multiflora Rose 

• Musk Thistle 

• Nimblewill 

• Nutsedge (Yellow) 

• Oxalis (Yellow Wood 
Sorrel) 

• Oxeye Daisy 

• Paspalum 

• Pennycress 

• Pepperweed 

• Pineapple Weed 

• Potentilla 

• Prickly Lettuce 

• Prickly Pear 

• Prickly Sida 

• Prostrate Pigweed 

• Purslane 

• Quackgrass 

• Rabbitfoot Clover 

• Ragweed 

• Redstem Filaree 

• Roundleaf Mallow 

• Salsify 

• Sandbur 

• Scarlet Pimpernel 

• Sheep Sorrel 

• Shepherd's Purse 

• Smartweed 

• Sow Thistle 

• Speedwell 

• Spiny Pigweed 

• Spotted Knapweed 

• Spotted Spurge 

• Spurred Anoda 

• Star-of-Bethlehem 

• Sweet Vernal Grass 

• Teasel 

• Three Awn Grass 

• Tick Trefoil 

• Timothy 

• Tree of Heaven 

• Trumpetcreeper 

• Velvetleaf 

• Venus Looking Glass 

• Veronica 

• Vetch 

• Violet 

• Virginia Creeper 

• White Campion 

• White Clover 

• Whitlowgrass 

• Wild Carrot 

• Wild Cucumber 

• Wild Garlic 

• Wild Grape 

• Wild Lettuce 

• Wild Turnip 

• Wirestem Muhly 

• Yarrow 

• Yellow Foxtail 

• Yellow Rocket 

• Yellow Sweet Clover  



Section 4: Links to Control of Invasive Plants 

• New Jersey Strategic Management Plan for Invasive Species 
o https://www.nj.gov/dep/njisc/docs/Final%20NJ%20Strategic%20Management%20Plan%20for%20Invasi

ve%20Species%2011.09.pdf  

• US Department of Agriculture National Invasive Species Information Center 
o https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/us/new-jersey  

• New Jersey Forestry Association, Invasive Plants in New Jersey Woodlands 
o http://njforestry.org/wp-content/uploads/NJFA-Brochure-Invasives-8-23-2010-Final.pdf  

• State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey Invasive Species Council 
o https://www.nj.gov/dep/njisc/  

• Jersey-Friendly Yards, Avoid Invasive Plants 
o https://www.jerseyyards.org/jersey-friendly-plants/invasive-plants/  

https://www.nj.gov/dep/njisc/docs/Final%20NJ%20Strategic%20Management%20Plan%20for%20Invasive%20Species%2011.09.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dep/njisc/docs/Final%20NJ%20Strategic%20Management%20Plan%20for%20Invasive%20Species%2011.09.pdf
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/us/new-jersey
http://njforestry.org/wp-content/uploads/NJFA-Brochure-Invasives-8-23-2010-Final.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dep/njisc/
https://www.jerseyyards.org/jersey-friendly-plants/invasive-plants/

